'Break the cycle of poverty:' Kenney's victory
speech

Mayor-elect Jim Kenney celebrates his victory with supporters at the National Museum of American Jewish
History
on Nov. 3, 2015. STEVEN M. FALK / Staff Photographer
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This advance text was released Tuesday night by Jim Kenney's campaign.
"Thank you.

"There are a lot of people who deserve recognition for this victory - far too many to
name - but I do want to take just a few seconds to thank my parents and my children.
None of this would have been possible without your love and support.
"Throughout this campaign, I have been asked, time and time again, what I am going to
do to move Philadelphia forward. Tonight, surrounded by all of you, I am reminded that
it is not what I am going to do, it is what we are going to do.
"If we all learn to see the world through one another's eyes, then every Philadelphian
will be able to walk our streets safely and with dignity. If we all pitch in, then
Philadelphia's teachers will actually have the resources they need to teach; and our
smallest, most vulnerable children will go to pre-K.
"And if we build an economy for all of Philadelphia, then we will not only grow our
commercial corridors and provide a real path for returning citizens - we will break the
cycle of poverty for so many families.
"Some will say that these are lofty goals. Back in January, this victory also appeared to
be a very big reach, but this campaign showed Philadelphia what can happen when
people from all different walks of lifework together. Behind this campaign we had
environmentalists, feminists, teachers, working families, first responders, unions, public
school parents, clergy, the LGBT community, immigrants, and so many more. Together,
these groups did far more than just elect a new mayor, they proved that every
neighborhood matters.
"Standing in a place that celebrates the aspirations of Jewish families seeking the
American dream, I am reminded of the neighborhood in which I grew up. In those days,
South Philly was a mix of immigrant families from all different backgrounds and faiths Irish, Polish, Catholic, and Jewish. But despite their differences, they all worked
together to create a better place for their families to live - whether that meant watching
after one another's kids or making sure that the elderly neighbors' pavements got
shoveled.
"As I've said tonight, I want a lot of things for our children, but, most of all, I want them
to grow up in a Philadelphia where we all look past our differences and join together to
create a better place for all of us to live. A place where we not only agree that all
neighborhoods matter, but where we act on it."

